Chicago Metropolitan Association
Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ
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Website: www.cmaucc.org         
September 30, 2004 



Re: Boundary Training for CMA In Care Students 
Dear In Care Students: 

As you know, the church universal continues to be fraught with instances of religious leaders who abuse their power for personal benefit. The consequences of this misconduct are tragic for the victims, perpetrators, and the church itself. Our Chicago Metropolitan Association, which is charged with the authorization and support of those with ministerial standing, has not gone untouched by such cases. 

With the goal of avoiding future occurrences, our Association will be sponsoring a number of two-day workshops to increase awareness about the boundaries that exist between us and those we serve. Because of the seriousness of the issue, the Church and Ministry Committee and the Association Council voted to require that all students In Care of the CMA complete Boundary Training before they can be approved for Ordination by the Church and Ministry, effective September 1, 2005. 
Without doubt, each of you has given some consideration to this important topic. Some of you have even participated in previous trainings. However, it is our belief that on a matter of such significance, it is necessary for future leaders to have a common understanding of their boundaries. 

The new video-based, interfaith curriculum we will be using for the upcoming trainings is entitled A Sacred Trust: Boundary Issues for Clergy and Spiritual Teachers developed by the Faith Trust Institute (formerly the Center for the Prevention of Sexual and Domestic Violence) in Seattle, and it addresses these issues in an open-ended, discussion-oriented style. The full curriculum, recently approved by the Church and Ministry Committee, will cover a wide array of boundary concerns: 

power 



vulnerability 

dating 



friendships 

dual relationships 

gifts 

finances 


the pulpit 

transference 


hugging, touching, and intimacy 

the internet 


personal needs and self-care 

red flags 


the UCC ministers' codes 

The training will also inform participants about the procedures for handling ethical violations in the Illinois Conference and the CMA, and will offer compelling perspectives both for those who are new to these issues, as well as to "old hands." The curriculum and trainers will also attempt to be sensitive to the varied contexts in which we do ministry (parish, institutional), as well as the way in which these issues are lived out in various communities (racial, cultural, small town, urban) and individuals (women, men, single, partnered, gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender).

Along with those who are In Care, training is being offered for all Clergy with standing in the CMA. Information has also been sent to them. You may also be interested to know that the Illinois-Wisconsin Region of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is also sponsoring required boundary trainings for its ministers. 

We seek to engage in ministry with as much integrity and competence as possible. The reality of violations and their consequences is too real to ignore. It is our sincere prayer and hope that this project will help possible "boundary wanderers," which is all of us, think twice before engaging in conduct that does great harm to the cause of God's reign on earth. 

For the dates and places of upcoming CMA Boundary Training programs, check the CMA website at www.cmaucc.org  

If you have any questions, please contact the CMA Association Co-Minister that serves your local church. 

